[Subcutaneous venous reservoirs: comparative study of their efficacy in patients with AIDS versus oncology and hematology patients].
Chronic venous access may constitute a serious problem in some patients and the subcutaneous venous reservoirs have demonstrated to be a useful alternative. AIDS patients require intense pharmacologic treatment, thus the use of subcutaneous venous reservoirs may be specially useful. However, the prevalence of septic type complications following placement of the subcutaneous venous reservoirs in these patients is particularly high. To know the efficacy of subcutaneous venous reservoirs in the AIDS population and compare the results in a non AIDS population. All the subcutaneous venous reservoirs placed between January 1990 and December 1992 were prospectively studied with two groups being established: Group I: patients with positive serology for HIV and who achieved criteria of AIDS requiring placement of a subcutaneous venous reservoirs. Group II: All the remaining patients in whom a subcutaneous venous reservoirs was placed during the same period of time. The incidence of infection was higher in group I (AIDS) with respect to group II (0.1 versus 0.014 infections/100 catheters/day, p < 0.01) and the non septic complications were higher in group II (3.6% versus 12.7%, p < 0.0004). The catheters were most frequently used in group I with respect to group II (12.7 +/- 7.1 versus 3.3 +/- 4.9 punctures/month) but the period was use longer in group II (13.7 +/- 9.2 versus 4.3 +/- 3.1 months, p < 0.0001). The population of AIDS patients may benefit greatly from the systematic use of subcutaneous venous reservoir due to their clinical and therapeutic characteristics. Nonetheless greater risk of infection may occur in these patients because of the greater need for punctures with respect to the other indications for placement of these catheters.